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The work of international investment tribunals has been under strong criticism the reason-
ableness of which is discussed in the article. Nowadays experts call for establishing regular 
investment courts; largely this discussion goes around the lawsuits filed by foreign investors 
against Russia. The author discusses the following questions: how often the states disre-
gard the decisions of international investment tribunals; whether it is possible to enforce 
such decisions compulsorily. The author discusses the effectiveness of the system, which 
aims are to consider and enforce decisions of arbitration tribunals on investment disputes. 
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The article examines citizen participation in civil procedure. In particular, various types 
of such participation are discussed in the article. The author concludes that Russian 
civil procedure will benefit from involving people’s assessors into legal proceedings. 
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The article discusses the recent changes to the RF Civil Code, which in particular 
concern option agreement (art. 429.3) and subscriber’s agreement (art. 429.4). The 
authors come to the conclusion that these types of agreements intend to settle special 
conditions under which one party can unilaterally impose an obligation on the other 
party without their consent. The option and subscriber’s agreements are compared 
and contrasted against each other as well as against related legal tools like preliminary, 
framework agreements or option for contract formation. 
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The topic of legal abuse has been quite an issue in Russian law science. The latest 
law initiatives demonstrate that this issue is inherent to the sphere of tax regulation. 
The author of the article attempts to determine whether the construct of legal abuse 
can become a part of the national tax legislation. 
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Siberian exile as ground for divorce in Russia in XVIII—XIX century 
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The article focuses on Siberian exile as legal ground a reason of divorce in Russia in 
XVIII—XIX cent. The author provides a comprehensive analysis. The paper considers 
this question in the context of church rules, criminal law norms and estate laws.
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The article draws a comparison between Russian and Austrian classification of crimes 
against life. Particularly, the author analyzes the specifics of concepts inherent to this 
group of crimes. The author speaks about possible convergence of legal ideas laid 

down in Criminal Codes of Russia and Austria. Accordingly the author discusses pos-
sible improvement and changes to the existing legislation. The present work is based 
on a number of fundamental contemporary academic works and research.
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Recent changes of the RF Civil Code challenge the reasonableness of applying the 
norms on unjust enrichment (art.1103 RF CC) in cases of unilateral withdrawal from the 
contract, specifically the situations when one of the parties gains property as a result 
of unequal performance of the parties to the contract. Another important issue deals 
with commencement of the limitations period with regard to claims on recovery of costs 
for the defaulted works that were actually paid by the client subject to the conditions of 
construction contract which subsequently was unilaterally rescinded.
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The author analyzes the relation between the categories of «national legal system», 
«group of legal systems» and «supranational (transboundary) legal system». The ar-
ticle points that globalization processes in law sphere as well as their consequences 
are perceived with a great deal of subjectivity. Another issue raised in the article con-
cerns one of the effects of globalization, which takes form of major supranational legal 
systems. 
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The article analyzes an unprecedented situation, which any reasonable lawyer will find 
unthinkable. As of December 2015 owners can lose their property subject to an act 
of local government. The authors of the article urge for immediate action to obviate 
and eliminate such a possibility since it contradicts the foundations of civil law and 
constitutional framework. 
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The article describes the work on the draft of Civil Code of Laws, in particular, it fo-
cuses on the elaborate development of the institutes of law of obligations. The author 
analyzes the general provisions of the draft of Code regarding contracts. 
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Restrictions of labor agreement or service agreement as anti-corruption tool 
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Legal restrictions for labor and service agreements, where the employee is a former civil 
servant, were established for anti-corruption purposes. Yet application of these rules 
poses a number of questions. The author analyzes the restrictions under study and 
suggests his view on possible improvements in the legal regulations of this sphere.
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